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1. The Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) is the first multilateral disarmament 
treaty banning an entire category of weapons of mass destruction (WMD), which was 
negotiated from 1969 until 1971 and does not have any gender-related provision. 


2. Since 2019, there has been an increased attention to gender considerations within the 
Biological Weapons Convention (BWC), including statements at the Meetings of Experts, 
the Meeting of States Parties, UNGA Resolutions!, research on potential sex-specific effects 
and gendered impacts of biological weapons”, side events and informal exchanges exploring 
the relevance of gender perspectives in the BWC. Gender is becoming a topical issue for the 
BWC regime. 

3. During the 2020 BWC Meeting of Experts on Institutional Strengthening of the 
Convention (MX5)°, the 2020 Meeting of States Parties" and the Preparatory Committee for 
the Ninth Review Conference®, Panama submitted a working paper entitled “Enhancing 
Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment as an Integral Part of the Institutional 
Strengthening of the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC)", which sought to develop a 
common understanding of the ways that gender equality and women’s empowerment is 
relevant for the institutional strengthening of the BWC. 


4, The annex of the present working paper contains concrete language proposals for 
inclusion in the final document of the Ninth Review Conference of the Biological Weapons 
Convention for enhancing gender equality and women’s empowerment in this framework. 


' See UNGA Resolutions 74/79, 75/88, 16/67 and document A/C.1/77/L.74. 

See, for example, Dalaqua, Renata Hessmann, James Revill, Alastair Hay, and Nancy Connell. 2019. 
“Missing Links: Understanding Sex- and Gender-Related Impacts of Chemical and Biological 
Weapon jeva. bttps://doi.org/10.37559AWMD/19/gen1. 

See document BWC/MSP/2020/MX.5/WP.6, 

Sce document BWC/MSP/2020/WP.6, 

See document BWC/CONF.IXIPC/WPS. 
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